Opportunity to Participate in a Focus Group Regarding the Prevention and Treatment of Influenza in High-Risk Persons 
	Background and timing of the study
	We are seeking participants for a focus group discussion being held by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), with the assistance of The Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education. Focus groups will take place:
Tuesday, July 19, 2011:  3 - 4 pm, or 6 - 7pm 
Wednesday, July 20, 2011:  6 – 7pm,  7:15 – 8:15pm, or 8:30 – 9:30pm  
Thursday, July 21, 2011:  6 - 7pm, 7:15 – 8:15pm, or 8:30 – 9:30pm
Focus groups will be held at a location in Boston accessible to public transportation.
In the discussion, you will be asked your opinions and practices regarding some health-related issues. Your answers can help efforts to provide accurate, helpful information to health care workers and patients.  The discussion will be recorded (audio only) to be sure we get all the information.  Observers may be present behind a two way mirror to ensure that protocols are followed.


	If you agree to participate
	· You are not required to answer the questions.

· This session should last about one hour.

· You will receive a $100 incentive for participating in the discussion.

· You are free to leave at any time during discussion without losing the cash incentive or other penalty.
· Parking validation will be provided.



	Risks
	The risks in taking part in the study are the same as you would face in daily life activities. 


	Benefits
	· You may be better informed about a public health issue.

· You may have a sense of satisfaction from contributing.

· Your comments may help improve the information physicians and patients receive. 


	Confidentiality
	We will keep the information you give us private and confidential to the extent allowed by law. Your name will not be used in the final report. No statement you make will be linked to you by name.  Only members of the research staff will be allowed to look at the records.  When we present this study or publish its results, your name or other facts that point to you will not show or be used.


	Who is eligible to participate in the study


	English speaking caregivers who are older than 21 years of age and a primary decision-maker regarding the medical care of a child aged 6 months to 18 years, with the child having at least one of the following conditions:

· Neurological or neuro-developmental disorder (epilepsy, seizure disorder, cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome or intellectual disability)
· Chronic pulmonary disorder
(asthma, recurrent pneumonia, etc)
· No one in your household works in advertising, public relations, the media, or health care.




	Persons to Contact about study
	If you are interested in participating in this study, please contact: 

· Steven Gallant (you can ask for the “Influenza” project)
Schlesinger Associates

31 St. James Ave., Suite 930

Boston, MA 02116

Tel: 617-542-5500

Sponsor Contacts: Erin Burns (404-639-4650) or Georgina Peacock (404-498-4347) at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA.

If you need more information about your rights as a study participant, you may contact: Chair, Oak Ridge Site-Wide Institutional Review Board, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education, Oak Ridge, TN 37831-0117, 865- 576-1725. 

	
	


Additional Information about Focus Groups on the 
Prevention and Treatment of Influenza in High-Risk Persons
Background
Each year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and its partners work to inform the public about the danger of flu, the benefits of flu vaccination and the availability of antiviral medications to treat flu illness. This ongoing work occurs against a challenging backdrop including low public, and in some cases, physician awareness regarding influenza prevention and treatment recommendations. The occurrence of an influenza pandemic with its attendant uncertainties, public concern, and in some cases evolving prevention and treatment recommendations, can magnify the challenges routinely faced with seasonal flu. Such was the case during 2009-2010, when CDC was faced with leading the public health response to the first influenza pandemic in more than 40 years. 

In responding to the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic, The CDC identified critical gaps in knowledge:

· Data are sparse on the knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and practices of primary care physicians and pediatric subspecialists relating to prevention and treatment of influenza among high-risk children.

· CDC has only limited information on the knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and practices of caregivers of children with medical conditions that put them at high risk for complications from influenza.
· Additional data are needed on the knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of adults with chronic conditions that put them at high risk for influenza.  

CDC wishes to address these knowledge gaps.  This project seeks to deepen CDC’s understanding of the knowledge, perceptions, and practices related to influenza vaccination and treatment among certain high risk persons and their medical providers.  

Objectives


1. Explore what caregivers of children at high risk for complications from influenza know about guidance for the prevention and treatment of influenza, and how they apply this information in providing medical care to the children.

2. Explore what providers of health care to children at high risk for complications from influenza know about guidance for the treatment and prevention of influenza, and how they apply that information in providing medical care to them.

3. Test educational materials designed for high-risk adults, caregivrs of high-risk children, and clinicians who treat high-risk persons.

4. Explore what adults with medical conditions that place them at high risk for complications from influenza know about guidance for prevention and treatment of influenza, and how they apply this information to seeking medical care.

5. Explore what providers of health care to adults at high risk for complications from influenza know about guidance for the prevention and treatment of influenza, and how they apply that information in providing medical care to them.

Methods
English speaking caregivers of children at high risk for complications from influenza because of medical conditions are invited to participate in 1-hour mini focus groups to include approximately 6 participants each. 

Boston focus groups will take place at the location below, which is convenient to public transportation. Parking validation will be provided.

Schlesinger Associates

31 St. James Avenue, Suite 930

Boston, MA  02116

617-542-5500

www.SchlesingerAssociates.com

Caregiver Criteria


( Caregiver participants must be older than 21 years of age and a primary decision-maker regarding the medical care of a child aged 6 months to 18 years, with the child having at least one of the following conditions:

· Neurological or neurodevelopmental disorder (epilepsy, seizure disorder, cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome or intellectual disability)

· Chronic pulmonary disorder
(asthma, recurrent pneumonia, etc)

( Participants will report that:

· No one in their household works in advertising, public relations, the media, or health care.

Recruiting Process


Those interested in participating should call:

Steve Gallant

Schlesinger Associates

617– 542-5500
(Ask for the “Influenza” project)
Mr. Gallant will conduct screening, select qualified respondents, and provide further information on date, time, location, incentives and related issues. 

Incentives
Respondents will be paid a $100 cash incentive for participating, paid at the time of participation in the focus group. 

Privacy
All information provided to ORISE and CDC will come from Schlesinger Associates, lacking in personal identifiers. Mass Family Voices will not provide information about prospective respondents to ORISE or CDC.

Please see accompanying information sheet for more information about participant rights, risks and benefits in participating, and contacts for more information.  Because this study presents no more than minimal risk, signatures for informed consent will not be required.  ORISE personnel will address any questions the participants have regarding the study before the session begins.  A representative of CDC or ORISE will be available to answer questions at the completion of each session.

